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ploitation of new scientific knowledge and new technical skill.
If you accept the inevitability of gradualness, YOU must
also accept the inevitable decay of any industry. In these days
of tank gardening and Gericke's water culture even agriculture
is only permanent in the sense that locomotion of some sort
is permanent. No flourishing modern industry existed in
its present form when the wood economy came to an end
in the latter half of the eighteenth century, and no capitalist
industry would remain in being a hundred years hence if public
enterprise took over the initiative of developing new resources.
In its war with poverty Labour^ success will depend on the
fullest use of new scientific knowledge. It will attract the allies
it needs, only if it can show that public enterprise has more tech-
nical initiative than decaying capitalist monopolies. By surren-
dering the initiative to capitalism it will drive them into the
camp of the strong men who make promises.

To say that Labour has failed to secure the support of the
middle classes because it has never been sufficiently clear about
their composition or aspirations invites us to go a step further.
In libraries stocked with monumental volumes devoted to trade
union structure, industrial legislation, the co-operative move-
ment, poor kw, social surveys, subsidies, and interlocking direc-
torates you will look in vain for a single comprehensive and
statistically precise account of the growing body of employees
who have no affiliations with the trade union movement. Thus
indecisive policies and erroneous judgments are partly due to the
absence of any corpus of radical scholarship and research con-
cerned with contemporary changes of social structure except in
so far as they affect organizations of wage earners. The young
man from Oxford can tell us all about how the paperhanger lives.
It is nobody's business to tell you how the straphanger lives.

This lack of necessary information about relevant social struc-
ture is not sufficiently explained by saying that the socialist
information service is small or that Labour has been slow to
endorse educational activities. The truth is that Labour research
like Labour policy in general is what it is because the Labour